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USDA Opens Enrollment Period for
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage Safety-Net Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that eligible producers
may now formally enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014 and 2015. The enroliment
period began June 17, 2015, and will end Sept. 30, 2015.

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, trigger financial
protections for agricultural producers when market forces cause
substantial drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76 million
farmers have elected ARC or PLC. Previously, 1.7 million producers had
enrolled to receive direct payments (the program replaced with ARC and
PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This means more farms have elected ARC or
PLC than previously enrolled under previously administered programs.

Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91 percent of corn farms, and
66 percent of wheat farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long grain rice
farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent of medium grain rice
farms elected PLC. For data about other crops and state-by-state
program election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Covered commodities under ARC and PLC include barley, canola, large
and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils,
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed,
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer
a covered commodity.

For more information please contact your local FSA office
https://offices.usda.gov.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
https://offices.usda.gov/

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton
Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to
sound agricultural practices. The Missouri Farm Service Agency State Committee has approved
volunteer stands of weeds on idle acres to protect from wind and water erosion, but weeds must be
chemically or mechanically controlled to prevent seed formation. The deadline to control weeds is
August 10. Producers should make every effort to control weeds as soon as possible.

USDA Offers Flood Impacted Missouri Farmers and Ranchers
Immediate Disaster Assistance

Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy
Rains

Missouri Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm
program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains
and flooding.

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in their
recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and loans
include:

e Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

e Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers will
be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.

e Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.

e Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease,
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased
or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's
eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage
that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to
their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. ELAP also covers
up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to remove
livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters. For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive
losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been destroyed by a natural
disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes.

e Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a
county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding.

e Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.



e HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of
grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Announces Conservation Incentives for Working Grass,
Range and Pasture Lands

Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers can apply for financial assistance to help conserve working
grasslands, rangeland and pastureland while maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands.

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally-funded
program that for 30 years has assisted agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing
and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. CRP has helped farmers and ranchers
prevent more than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative
to cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse
gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road.

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-conserving
covers with annual rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. Cost-share
assistance also is available for up to 50 percent of the covers and other practices, such as cross
fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other wildlife.
Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or harvest for seed
production, conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences.

With the publication of the CRP regulation, the Farm Service Agency will accept applications on an
ongoing basis beginning Sept. 1, 2015, with those applications scored against published ranking
criteria, and approved based on the competiveness of the offer. The ranking period will occur at least
once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior to its start. The end of the first ranking period
will be Nov. 20, 2015.

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or consult with the
local Farm Service Agency county office. To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov. To learn more about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit
www.fsa.usda.qov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.
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NAP Deadline Approaching for 2016 Crops

Producers are reminded to apply for 2016 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
benefits by the applicable sales closing date for the crop. Reference the following chart for upcoming
sales closing dates.

Sales Closing Dates for Missouri for 2016 Coverage

September 1, 2015 Greens, aquaculture, Christmas trees, ginseng root, turf grass
sod, mushrooms & floriculture

September 30, 2015 |Strawberries & Fall-seeded small grains

November 20, 2015 Apples, apricots, grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears, plums &
blueberries

December 1, 2015 Honey

December 31, 2015 Potatoes

February 28, 2016 Rice

March 15, 2016 Most spring-seeded crops; Forage and Pasture

Eligible producers can apply for 2016 NAP coverage at their local FSA Office using form CCC-471,
Application for Coverage. The service fee for basic NAP coverage is the lesser of $250 per crop or
$750 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with
farming interest in multiple counties. Producers interested in buy-up coverage must pay a premium,
in addition to the service fee. The maximum premium will be $6,563.

Producer meeting the definition of a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher, beginning farmer or
rancher or limited resource farmer or rancher will have service fees waived. Producers meeting this
definition that choose to purchase buy-up coverage will also have service fees waived and the
premium will be capped at $3,282.

The application and service fee must be filed by applicable sales closing date for the crop.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to
obtain the needed credit elsewhere.



Current Interest Rates and Dates to Remember

Selected Interest Rates for Dates to Remember
August 2015

90-Day Treasury Bill 125% NAP application closing date for
Farm Operating Loans — greens, aquaculture, Christmas
Direct 2825% Sept. 1 trees, ginseng root, turf grass
Farm Ownership Loans — sod, mushrooms & floriculture.
Direct 4.00% 1 2

4 : Seot. 7 Labor Day Holiday. FSA offices
Farm Ownership Loans — ptL. are closed.
Direct Down Payment, 1.50% NAP application closing date for
Beginning Farmer or Rancher Sept. 30 strawberries & fall-seeded small
Emergency Loans 3.625% grains.
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2 125% Deadline to enroll (sign
(7 years) ? Sept. 30 contracts) for 2014 & 2015 ARC
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2 375% and PLC programs.
(10 years) ¥ s aeaQI|ng fotr ggroltr';wrent in the

T pt. argin Protection Program

sy o ractyLoans | 250 (MPP-Dairy) for 2016 coverage.
Commodity Loans 1996- 1.250%
Present :

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



